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Alberti’s Method of Perspective
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Leone Battista Alberti
1404–1472

“I want the painter, as far as he is able,
to be learned in all the liberal arts, but
I wish him above all to have a good
knowledge of geometry”

“I would especially ask [artists] as a reward
for my labors to paint my portrait.”
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Buildings by Alberti

Santa Maria Novella Santa Andrea

Florence, Italy Mantua, Itally

1456 to 1470 1470 to 1476



Books by Alberti

I Re Aedificatoria,1450
(On the theory and practice of architecture.)

I De pictura (On painting), 1435
(A treatise on perspective in which he describes the
mathematics of drawing a tiled floor in correct perspective.)

Today’s goal: Learn Alberti’s method for drawing a tiled floor in
correct perspective
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Viewer looks into a room with a square floor.

How to draw what the viewer sees:
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Adaptation to a rectangular floor-plan

8-by-10 grid
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Drawing what the viewer sees:
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